
2019 Texas Constitutional Amendments 

The North East Bexar County Democrat’s bylaws prohibit endorsements of Constitutional 
Amendments - However, members attending the October 12th meeting voted to recommend 
several amendments to the Texas Constitution on the November, 2019 ballot.   

  

For more analysis, go to www.alamovotesblue.org 

Proposition #1 - Municipal Judges  “The constitutional amendment permitting a person 
to hold more than one office as a municipal judge at the same time.” AGAINST – This 
proposition allows an individual to be elected to an unlimited number of municipal judge 
positions at one time. There is no evidence supporting this need. Currently, municipalities 
have flexibility to recruit and appoint additional judges as needed, they can refer cases to 
another municipality, and other types of judges can preside over municipal court. Someone 
could stand for judgeships in El Paso and Houston at the same time or hold so many elected 
judgeships that he or she would not be able to perform reliably or effectively. 

Proposition #2 – Water Projects in Distressed Areas “The constitutional amendment 
providing for the issuance of additional general obligation bonds by the Texas Water 
Development Board in an amount not to exceed $200 million to provide financial assistance 
for the development of certain projects in economically distressed areas.” FOR – This is a 
basic public health and government infrastructure need that has been funded since 1989. 
Funding this infrastructure through bonds assures a reliable source of funding that is 
manageable for the Texas economy. 

Proposition #3 - Tax Relief for Disaster Areas “The constitutional amendment 
authorizing the legislature to provide for a temporary exemption from ad valorem taxation of 
a portion of the appraised value of certain property damaged by a disaster”. FOR – This 
would give local governments the power to grant disaster related property tax exemptions so 
property owners could get faster relief without having to wait for the deferred savings 
provided by the reappraisal of the property. CAUTION: This proposition could result in the 
critical loss of income needed by municipalities to provide essential services such as public 
schools, libraries, playgrounds, city streets, police, fire protection, emergency medical 
services as well as costs resulting from disaster response. 

Proposition #4 - Personal Income Tax “The constitutional amendment prohibiting the 
imposition of an individual income tax, including a tax on an individual’s share of 
partnership and unincorporated association income.”AGAINST – This proposition takes 
away our right to vote. This rule is unnecessary because the Texas Constitution already 
prohibits a state income tax unless the legislature asks voters approve it first. If it becomes an 
amendment, Proposition 4 would require two-thirds of the legislature to agree to ask voters 
to remove this amendment before they could discuss an income tax. Undoing this 

http://www.alamovotesblue.org/


amendment and then voting on whether to have an income tax could take years and would 
tie the hands of the legislature and voters facing unseen circumstances in the future. 

Proposition #5 - Sporting Goods Sales Taxes to Support State Parks “The 
constitutional amendment dedicating the revenue received from the existing state sales and 
use taxes that are imposed on sporting goods to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
and the Texas Historical Commission to protect Texas’ natural areas, water quality, and 
history by acquiring, managing, and improving state and local parks and historic sites while 
not increasing the rate of the state sales and use taxes.” FOR – This proposition helps 
prevent the legislature from diverting funds intended for parks and historical sites. Many 
parks and historic sites of Texas are decaying due to lack of funding. This proposition creates 
reliable funding that will help state and local park and historical agencies to make long range 
plans for preservation and improvements. State and local parks are essential to industries 
such as fishing, hunting, and tourism that benefit the Texas economy. 

Proposition #6 - Cancer Prevention Research (Increase Funding from $3 Billion 
to $6 Billion) “The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to increase by $3 
billion the maximum bond amount authorized for the Cancer Prevention and Research 
Institute of Texas.” AGAINST – This proposition gives multi-million dollar grants to for-
profit pharmaceutical and medical device corporations. Lawmakers need to advance strong 
public health policies that not only seek treatments for many diseases in addition to cancer, 
but also that make it possible for everyone to access these treatments. This money could go 
instead to our universities for research and to educate the next generation of scientists. An 
existing bond still has funds supporting CPRIT until 2022. The legislature scheduled a sunset 
review of the agency in 2023 to evaluate its effectiveness and decide whether to keep funding 
it or shut it down. Now the legislature wants to give CPRIT another $3 billion without the 
sunset review that is required of other state agencies. 833,178 Texas children are without 
health coverage—more than double the number of any other state—and the same Texas 
legislature that cut $900M from Medicaid in 2019, proposes to give CPRIT $3B, with 
millions of dollars in grants going to 34 pharmaceutical and device corporations, including 
an $18M grant to a corporation to research a rare childhood cancer that affects about 200 
people nationwide.  CPRIT should use the next year before the legislature meets again to 
prepare for the sunset review and plan how to become self-sustaining. 

Proposition #7 - Funding Public Education ($600 Million) “The constitutional 
amendment allowing increased distributions to the available school fund.” FOR – It is the 
only choice we have on the ballot to increase the state’s portion of public school funding. 
Increasing school funding from the state can also take pressure off property taxes. 

Proposition #8 - Flood Control (Texas Water Development Board) “The 
constitutional amendment providing for the creation of the flood infrastructure fund to assist 
in the financing of drainage, flood mitigation, and flood control projects.” FOR – Proposition 
8 proposes the new Flood Infrastructure Fund (FIF) to be funded by the state Economic 
Stabilization Fund (aka “Rainy Day Fund”). The FIF would make loans and grants to local 
government entities to encourage regional planning and coordination, which are critical to 



flood mitigation statewide. This would be a shift in the funding of infrastructure projects 
from the General Fund. CAUTION:  Proposition 8 has written operating procedures but no 
specific projects identified to the fund:  This fund could be ripe for other special projects of 
legislators, for example, the TWDB could be under significant political pressure to reclassify 
recreational facilities as flood control projects. 

Proposition #9 - Tax Exemption of Precious Metals “The constitutional amendment 
authorizing the legislature to exempt from ad valorem taxation precious metal held in a 
precious metal depository located in this state.” AGAINST – Institutions and individuals 
who store gold and other precious metals in Texas depositories should not be treated 
differently from anyone else who has to pay taxes on property, investments, or services. 
Contrary to the claim of supporters of this proposition, other states do tax precious metals. 
Precious metals are a high value item traded by wealthy people and institutions for a profit 
and the taxes generated by these transactions could be significant to the state budget. Texas 
should not be a tax haven for this kind of activity. 

Proposition #10 - Law Enforcement Animals “The constitutional amendment to allow 
the transfer of a law enforcement animal to a qualified caretaker in certain circumstances.” 
FOR –The amendment provides additional options for counties to ensure a caring 
environment for service animals when the animals are retired, for example, allowing them to 
go to former handlers or their families at no cost. 
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